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promise which proved later to have been far from a happy one. The French were permitted to remain in occupation of tfcte Rhineland for fifteen years, and in place of permanent occupation were promised, or led to expect, a joint military guarantee by Great Britain and the United States against " unprovoked aggression." That was always conditional on ratification by the American Congress, and, in the following year when Congress declined to ratify, it fell through, and the French were left saying that they had been misled into withdrawing their full demand by a promise which was afterwards repudiated. It could scarcely be said, however, that they came badly out of the settlement. Not only had they recovered Alsace-Lorraine but as compensation for the destruction during the war of the coal-mines in the north of France they were given an absolute property in the coal-mines of the Saar, and the right to occupy that district for fifteen years. They also added largely to their African Colonial Empire, and, as already recorded, obtained the mandates for Syria and the Lebanon.
The League of Nations and President Wilson
All over central and south-east Europe the map was redrawn, and there came into being the new States of Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia and the nominally independent State of Albania. Italy, too, though she professed to be greatly dissatisfied with the portions assigned to her, obtained large concessions of territory, and added a considerable number of Slavs in Istria and Germans in the Tyrol to her population. Her claim to Fiume—which in subsequent years after violent struggles she has practically established—was publicly denounced by President Wilson, This all but caused the withdrawal of Italy from the conference. Wilson by this time was struggling against heavy odds to save his Fourteen Points in the welter of conflicting claims and racial quarrels. As time went on he was more and more at a disadvantage. He was a sick man, he had not the knowledge necessary for battle with the European experts; his hand was weakened by the reaction against him which was too evidently going forward in his own country, and which made it more and more doubtful whether what he was proposing in Paris
